St Patrick’s Parish
PO Box 547, 65 Clarke St
Lilydale 3140
http://stpatrickslilydale.org.au

Administrator: Rev. Fr. Francis Denton
Secretary: Mrs Sharon Jacob
12th & 13th June 2021
ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (Year B)
First Reading: Ezekiel 17:22-24
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel
The Lord says this:
'From the top of the cedar,
from the highest branch I will take a shoot
and plant it myself on a very high mountain.
I will plant it on the high mountain of Israel.
It will sprout branches and bear fruit,
and become a noble cedar.
Every kind of bird will live beneath it,
every winged creature rest in the shade of its branches.
And
d every tree of the field will learn that I, the Lord, am
the one
who stunts tall trees and makes the low ones grow,
who withers green trees and makes the withered green.
I, the Lord, have spoken, and I will do it.'
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 91:2-3, 13-16
R. Lord it is good to give thanks to you.
It is good to give thanks to the Lord
to make music to your name, O Most High,
to proclaim your love in the morning
and your truth in the watches of the night.
R. Lord it is good to give thanks to you.
The just will flourish like the palm-tree
and grow like a Lebanon cedar.
R. Lord it is good to give thanks to you.
Planted in the house of the Lord
they will flourish in the courts of our God,
still bearing fruit when they are old,
still full of sap, still green,
to proclaim that the Lord is just.
In him, my rock, there is no wrong. +
R. Lord it is good to give thanks to you.
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians

Pastoral Worker: Mrs Debbie Edwards
Email: lilydale@cam.org.au 9739 5977
We are always full of confidence when we remember
that to live in the body means to be exiled from the Lord,
going as we do by faith and not by sight - we are full of
confidence, I say, and actually want to be exiled from the
body
dy and make our home with the Lord. Whether we are
living in the body or exiled from it, we are intent on
pleasing him. For all the truth about us will be brought
out in the law court of Christ, and each of us will get what
he deserves for the things he did
di in the body, good or
bad.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower;
all who come to him will live for ever.
Alleluia!
Gospel: Mark 4:26-34
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
Jesus said to the crowd, 'This is what the kingdom of God
is like. A man throws seed on the land. Night and day,
while he sleeps, when he is awake, the seed is sprouting
and growing; how, he does not know. Of its own accord
the
he land produces first the shoot, then the ear, then the
full grain in the ear. And when the crop is ready, he loses
no time; he starts to reap because the harvest has come.'
He also said, 'What can we say the kingdom of God is
like? What parable can we find
fi for it? It is like a mustard
seed which at the time of its sowing in the soil is the
smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet once it is sown it
grows into the biggest shrub of them all and puts out big
branches so that the birds of the air can shelter in
i its
shade.'
Using many parables like these, he spoke the word to
them, so far as they were capable of understanding it. He
would not speak to them except in parables, but he
explained everything to his disciples when they were
alone.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ
General Intercessions
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

PARISH PRAYER LIST
Recently Deceased:
Anniversaries:
Sick: Joan Keuken, Angela Del Guidice, Lynne
Fleming, Anne-Maree
Maree Sullivan, Aurelia Di Ciero
Ciero,
Tony Cunningham, Claudette & Gilbert, Florens,
Kate, Tim Lawson, John Hopper, Cassandra, Mary
and John Hamilton, Carmel O’Healy, Michelle, Pat
Robb, Robert Taylor, Nancy Leonard, Brian Walsh,
Michael Paola, Barbara De Vincentiis, Emma,
Wayne, Julian Monteiro,
eiro, Dolly Maher, Salvacion
Santos, Ricky, Giovanna Zammit, Sam Lawson, Geoff,
Bianca, Stephen, Gael Holliday, Rob Meridith, Bill
Meyer, Cathie & Jose Grima, Roman De Angelis, Tedi
& Santi, Stephen Wakeham, Gwen Weaver, June,
Jenny Goh, Rose Roberts, Ellie Keefe,, John Phillips
Phillips,
Geogi Didumo, Justin Calle,, Michael Di Ciero
Reconciliation:
Tuesday & Wednesday: 8.45am-9.10am
9.10am
Friday: 8.45am-9.10am & 9.45am -10.25am
10.25am
Saturday: 8.30-8.55am – 10am-11am
Anointing of the sick By appointment
Marriages: Please give at least six months’ notice.
Baptism: Please contact parish office for details
details.
Parish office - Please call 0448 658 418
Pastoral worker - Please call 0448 664 731
St Vincent de Paul - If assistance is required please
contact 1800 305 330 Mon-Fri
Fri 10.00am – 4.00pm
Care group Contact Parish Office 0448 658 418
Mass, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
Benediction every Friday following 9.15am Mass
Mass. Fr
Francis will be available for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation before and following Mass.
Rosary Group
Each Wednesday following the 9.15 am Mass
Mass:
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and recitation
of the Rosary, concluding with simple Benediction.
Italian Prayer Group
Adoration, Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet
Tuesday mornings following 9.15am Mass in the
church.
WEEKLY THANKSGIVING
Weekly Pledged Amount to Parish
(Thanksgiving only)
$1404.50 – 6th June 2021
Thanksgiving Collection $
70.00 (EFT)
Presbytery
$
0.00
Restoration
$
0.00
No public Masses were held this weekend

Knitting Group! – ON HOLD UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE
Do you like to knit? Would you like to
learn how to knit? We knit for little
treasures charity! Come and join us on
Wednesday afternoons 12noon -2.30pm in the
community centre. Call Maureen if you would like
any further information 0438 782 275.
YOU MUSTT QR CODE SCAN BEFORE YOU ENTER THE
CHURCH
Please use these QR codes to download the Services
Victoria app to check-in.
in.
For Apple iPhones (https://bit.ly/SBHCO
https://bit.ly/SBHCO):
For Android Phones (https://bit.ly/SBSAFE
https://bit.ly/SBSAFE):
This will save you time as you scan the code when
you arrive at Church. PLEASE ARRIVE EARLY IF YOU
NEED ASSISTANCE. Covid officers will be on hand to
help those who need it. Please help someone else if
you can.
Please support our volunteers during this time

MASS TIMES THIS WEEK
Mass Times: Lilydale
Healesville
Tuesday
9.15am
Thursday 9.15am
Wednesday 9.15am
Sunday 8.30am
Friday
9.15am
Saturday
9am Latin Mass
Vigil
6pm
Sunday
10.30 am
12 Noon

Trybooking:
https://www.trybooking.com/BSDSW
Save the dates!
Our social committee has been busy planning.
Please put the following dates in
your diary. More details to follow:
June 26th – Bingo Night –
Postponed
August 14th - Pasta Night
October 30th – Trivia Night
Back to ‘Ordinary’ Time, but still not ‘Normal’
Well, here we go again. COVID update #2,593.
Now that our politicians have kindly given us permission to
leave our homes, we are all forced to scramble to reopen our
services and businesses in accordance with the latest
regulations. The government has sanctioned holding religious
services with a magical safety limit of 50 people (because 51
people would not be safe…obviously).

Consequently,
ntly, we are forced to return to the system of prebooking Mass attendance via Try-Booking which can be
accessed via the link here:
https://www.trybooking.com/BSDSW
Whilst this is inconvenient it is the only way to manage the
numbers and avoid the pain of having to turn people away. To
help maximise the options for parishioners I will be adding an
extra Mass at Lilydale on Sunday, since this is where the
highest concentration of numbers is. So, the Mass sched
schedule
across the two parishes for the next few weeks is:
Saturday Vigil (St Patrick’s, Lilydale) – 6:00pm
Sunday (St Brigid’s, Healesville) – 8:30am
Sunday (St Patrick’s, Lilydale) – 10:30am
Sunday (St Patrick’s, Lilydale) – 12:00pm
It goes without saying
ng that due to the limited places please
only book yourself into one Mass per weekend, and please be
careful not to accidentally book more places than you require.
Since the Mass attendance on weekdays is well under 50 there
will be no need to pre-book weekday Masses.
.
.
.
.
.
This past week I listened to Jordan Peterson’s heart
heart-wrenching
interview with Yeonmi Park who against all odds and at great
personal cost managed to escape from her homeland of North
Korea. This country could be more fittingly described
escribed as a
concentration camp than a nation; its scoresheet of human
rights abuses is unrivalled anywhere in the world. North
Korean citizens live permanently on the brink of government
regulated starvation. If you want to gain a perspective on the
capacity
city for governments to make life a permanent state of
living hell for their citizens, then listen to Yeonmi’s firsthand
testimony.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8yqa-SdJtT4
SdJtT4
A word of warning: it is not suitable for children as it is as
distressing as it is illuminating. It presents a terrifying portrait
of the possibilities of social conditioning and subjugation
through fear, information control and the strategic
manipulation of language orchestrated by a malevolent
government against its citizens. This is a country where you
cannot switch off the radio (it can merely be turned to low)
and where there is only one channel to ensure that the citizens
of North Korea are forced to listen to government propaganda
24/7. Perhaps the most disturbing aspect is that in spite of the
horror of their living conditions, the citizens of North Korea are
unaware that they are oppressed. They have been conditioned
to think that their life of slavery
very to the state is ‘normal’. For
those in the West who are inclined to take their freedom for
granted, there are plenty of lessons to be learned and warning
signs to be recognised. Yeonmi’s story rattled me, particularly
the power of tightly controlled propaganda
ropaganda to corrupt people’s
thinking.
Among the most dystopian terms to have immerged from the
main-stream
stream media’s coordinated COVID lexicon is: “the New
Normal”. I don’t think our present situation is ‘normal’ though
there is a clear orchestrated attempt
pt to normalise it. Free
democratic societies like our own have been socially
conditioned over the past year to imagine that politicians
routinely locking their citizens in their homes for extended

periods of time is “normal”. The latest state-wide
state
lockdown
happened because a handful of people tested positive to a
virus that has a 99.7% survival rate. Is this ‘normal’? Initially it
was fear of the unknown that made people sufficiently
spooked that they would acquiesce to a raft of demands that in
normal circumstances
cumstances would have been unthinkable –
abolishing freedom of movement, prolonged social isolation,
the forced closure of schools and businesses, etc. Now I
suspect it is more an apathic sense of futility rather than fear
of COVID that makes us so pliable.
pliable Prior to 2019 no one in
Australia would have been comfortable with the Orwellian
government demand to provide a digital record (QR) of every
place one attends, whether church, supermarket or office. In
the space of one year this has been normalised, on the
t pretext
of the government protecting us. It will fall to future historians,
economists, sociologists and epidemiologists to examine the
broader cost-benefit
benefit analysis of lockdowns. In the meantime,
can we ask the question: do we really want to establish the
precedent of having governments being able to track every
citizen’s every movement, or find ourselves going down the
path of a CCP-style
style social credit system based on government
compliance?
It is possible that we will emerge from this situation and return
r
to ‘normal’ with our civil liberties fully restored. But there is
also the real possibility that after 3-4
3 years of ‘COVID-normal’
the ground of ‘normal’ will have shifted dramatically, and that
governments will not want to relinquish their unprecedented
unprecede
ability to control and coerce citizens for political advantage.
Already the ground has been cleared for the establishment of
surveillance states in virtually all the nations of the free world.
At the best of times, the potential for government over-reach
over
and the curtailing of civil liberties needs to be checked; and in
times of crisis, doubly so.
As it stands, the Government has reserved the right to
determine whether churches can be opened, what sacraments
can be offered, how many can attend services,
service and so on. To
relinquish such basic rights as freedom of religious practice
without a critical eye would be culpable folly on our part. To
presume that governments always act with the purest of
intentions is to be fatally blind to both history and
contemporary
mporary reality, as the Communist regimes of China and
North Korea show. As a pastor of souls, I cannot do otherwise
than decry the spiritual devastation caused by depriving the
faithful of the grace of the sacraments, to say nothing of the
wider social cost
ost of these burdensome measures. May reason
and truth prevail over fear and lies. Most Sacred Heart of Jesus,
have mercy on us!
Yours in Christ,
Fr Francis Denton

POSTP
POSTPONED
ST VINCENT de PAUL WINTER APPEAL
The Winter
er Appeal will take place when we can. The Lilydale
Conference relies heavily on your contributions Either
through blankets & warm socks, gloves and hats or
monetary Contributions. This will greatly assist us in aiding
those we assist In the area.
Please give generously as you have in the past. Thank you
In anticipation.

Debbie’s Thoughts
At this time of the year, the Church takes us
through week after week of awesome
celebrations dedicated to mystery, those truths
about God that we struggle to get our heads around.
This much head, this much God! Following Easter, the
first big celebration
n in the series is the Ascension,
remembering that day on which Jesus physically rose into
the clouds, returning to his Father, and promising to be
with us always, to the end of time. Pentecost follows,
our chance to think about the action of God the Holy
Spirit in our world, in our Church, and in our own lives.
Trinity Sunday encourages us to contemplate the
awesome reality of one God, three distinct persons,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Corpus Christi draws us into
the mystery of Jesus Christ, truly present
esent in the form of
bread and wine in the Blessed Eucharist as each Mass is
offered throughout the world in every moment of every
day, nourishment for our souls, and the salvation of our
entire human family. A further momentous celebration
follows, the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus,
the infinite love of God for each of us represented
through the image of Jesus’ exposed heart, bleeding for
us as individuals, called by name, and loved for who we
are. These wonderful Feasts work together to remind us
of God’s mysterious, infinite love for each person ever
created or to be created. Whether we can see him or
not, Jesus’ clear promise, ‘I will be with you always’,
stands forever. God does not break his promises.
Parents and grand-parents
parents among us will be aware,
through experience, of the absolute helplessness of a
new-born baby. Human babies can do nothing for
themselves, and need total care for survival. Babies
don’t need to understand the mysteries of how th
that
empty or wet feeling turns up or disappears, or why it
happens or isn’t there. They just need to feel secure that
each need that causes them to cry out will be met and
handled by someone big, and that they are loved. This is
perhaps a good analogy for our relationship with God.
Our ability to ‘understand’ God’s presence is fluid,
depending on our capabilities, our motivation, our effort,
and on God’s answer to our prayer to him to open our
eyes. Many of the greatest minds in history have put
their talents
lents and energies into delving as far into God’s
mysterious reality as ‘I am’ as they can go, and they,
themselves, were vividly aware that whatever their
understanding, it is insignificant in the fullness of what
‘is’. This much head, this much God. If the great scholars
and Doctors of the Church such as St Thomas Aquinas
and St Athanasius, to name just two, can barely scratch
the surface of knowing and understanding the infinite
God, how are we to manage to grasp such mystery?
The answer probably lies
es with another great Doctor of
the Church, certainly not a scholar, but one who simply
loved and trusted God to the absolute best of her
abilities, St Therese of Lisieux. Whatever she did, she did
for God. She offered her life as her simple gift to him.

Whether scrubbing floors, washing dishes, pulling up
weeds or praying for those who annoyed the heck out of
her, she embraced every action in her day with the very
best of her strength at the time, appreciating each
moment of her life as a gift, an opportunity
oppo
to return
thanks for God’s great love for her, and for all. It is as
simple as that. St Therese may have studied enough to
learn to read and write, and to receive the Sacraments
one by one, but she certainly never went to Theological
College. Shee held no degrees, entering a convent at 16,
her actual life experience restricted to ordered
community life in a convent. Yet she died at the age of
24 from an agonising illness, and knew God as well as any
other Doctor of the Church. Even when she could see
only darkness in the depths of her pain or fear, St
Therese faced each challenge with total confidence in
God’s love. That was all she needed to ‘know’.
The mysteries of God’s reality are all around us. Our
friendship with God is not dependent
dependen
on knowing much, it grows through
loving much.

POSTPONED DUE TO COVID
RESTRI
RESTRICTIONS
When: Saturday 26th
June @7.30pm
Where: St Patricks
Community Centre
What to bring: BYO
drinks & Nibbles
Cost: Entry is $10 per
person.
Theme: Each table will be allocated a colour when
booking. Decorate your table and yourselves! from the
colour of your tablecloth, your food, clothes hats etc. If
you can’t get a table together, we will add you to a table!
Prize for the best decorated table.
Please call or email the office for bookings.

We are a child safe Parish.

