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10th& 11th July 2021
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (Year B)
First Reading: Amos 7:12-15
A reading from the prophet Amos
Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, said to Amos, 'Go away,
seer; get back to the land of Judah; earn your bread
there, do your prophesying there. We want no more
prophesying in Bethel; this is the royal sanctuary, the
national temple.' 'I was no prophet, neither did I belong
to any of the brotherhoods of prophets.' Amos replied to
Amaziah, 'I was a shepherd, and looked after sycamores:
but it was the Lord who took me from herding the flock,
and the Lord who said, "Go, prophesy to my people
Israel."'
The word of the Lord.Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 84:9-14
R. Lord, show us your mercy and love,
and grant us your salvation.
I will hear what the Lord God has to say,
a voice that speaks of peace,
peace for his people.
His help is near for those who fear him
and his glory will dwell in our land. R.
Mercy and faithfulness have met;
justice and peace have embraced.
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
and justice look down from heaven. R.
The Lord will make us prosper
and our earth shall yield its fruit.
Justice shall march before him
and peace shall follow his steps. R.
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-10
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us with all the spiritual blessings of
heaven in Christ. Before the world was made, he chose
us, chose us in Christ, to be holy and spotless, and to live

through love in his presence, determined that we should
become his adopted sons, through Jesus Christ for his
own kind purposes, to make us praise the glory of his
grace, his free gift to us in the Beloved in whom, through
his blood, we gain our freedom, the forgiveness of our
sins. Such is the richness of the grace which he has
showered on us in all wisdom and insight. He has let us
know the mystery of his purpose, the hidden plan he so
kindly made in Christ from the beginning to act upon
when the times had run their course to the end:
that he would bring everything together under Christ, as
head, everything in the heavens and everything on earth.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation: cf Ephesians 1:17-18
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
enlighten the eyes of our heart
that we might see how great is the hope
to which we are called.
Alleluia!
Gospel: Mark 6:7-13
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
.
Jesus summoned the Twelve and began to send them out
in pairs giving them authority over the unclean spirits.
And he instructed them to take nothing for the journey
except a staff - no bread, no haversack, no coppers for
their purses. They were to wear sandals, but, he added,
'Do not take a spare tunic.' And he said to them, 'If you
enter a house anywhere, stay there until you leave the
district. And if any place does not welcome you and
people refuse to listen to you, as you walk away shake off
the dust from under your feet as a sign to them.' So they
set off to preach repentance; and they cast out many
devils, and anointed many sick people with oil and cured
them.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PARISH PRAYER LIST
Recently Deceased:
Anniversaries:
Sick: Joan Keuken, Angela Del Guidice, Lynne Fleming,
Anne-Maree Sullivan, Aurelia Di Ciero, Tony Cunningham,
Claudette & Gilbert Florens, Kate, Tim Lawson, John
Hopper, Cassandra, Mary and John Hamilton, Carmel
O’Healy, Michelle, Pat Robb, Robert Taylor, Nancy
Leonard, Brian Walsh, Michael Paola, Barbara De
Vincentiis, Emma, Wayne, Julian Monteiro, Dolly Maher,
Salvacion Santos, Ricky, Giovanna Zammit, Sam Lawson,
Geoff, Bianca, Stephen, Gael Holliday, Rob Meridith, Bill
Meyer, Cathie & Jose Grima, Roman De Angelis, Tedi &
Santi, Stephen Wakeham, Gwen Weaver, June, Jenny
Goh, Ellie Keefe, John Phillips, Geogi Didumo, Justin Calle,
Michael Di Ciero, Marion Eddy

Reconciliation:
Tuesday & Wednesday: 8.45am-9.10am
Friday: 8.45am-9.10am & 9.45am -10.25am
Saturday: 8.30-8.55am – 10am-11am
Anointing of the sick By appointment
Marriages: Please give at least six months’ notice.
Baptism: Please contact parish office for details.
Parish office - Please call 0448 658 418
Pastoral worker - Please call 0448 664 731
St Vincent de Paul - If assistance is required please
contact 1800 305 330 Mon-Fri 10.00am – 4.00pm
Care group Contact Parish Office 0448 658 418
Mass, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
Benedictionevery Friday following 9.15am Mass. Fr
Francis will be available for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation following Mass.
Rosary Group
Each Wednesday following the 9.15 am
Mass: Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
recitation of the Rosary, concluding with simple
Benediction.
Italian Prayer Group
Adoration, Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet
Tuesday mornings following 9.15am Mass in the
church.
Christian Meditation: Saturday morning at 9.15 am
in the Moira Tanks Room in the Community Centre.
For more information please contact Mary on
0457 638 744
WEEKLY THANKSGIVING
Collection totals will be acknowledged next week
once Sharon returns from holidays.

Knitting Group
Do you like to knit? Would you like
to learn how to knit? We knit for
little treasures charity! Come and join us
on Wednesday afternoons 12noon -2.30pm in
the community centre. Call Maureen if you would
like any further information 0438 782 275.
YOU MUST QR CODE SCAN BEFORE YOU ENTER THE
CHURCH
Please use these QR codes to download the Services
Victoria app to check-in.
For Apple iPhones (https://bit.ly/SBHCO):
For Android Phones (https://bit.ly/SBSAFE):
This will save you time as you scan the code when you
arrive at Church. PLEASE ARRIVE EARLY IF YOU NEED
ASSISTANCE. Covid officers will be on hand to help those
who need it. Please help someone else if you can.Please
support our volunteers during this time
No need to book for weekend Masses!! Applying the
2square metre rule, St Patrick’s church can once again
accommodate 106 worshippers. A Covid Marshall will be
checking ‘the ticks’ so please ensure you use the QR
code.

MASS TIMES THIS WEEK
Mass Times: Lilydale
Healesville
Tuesday
9.15am
Thursday 9.15am
Wednesday 9.15am
Sunday 8.30am
Friday
9.15am
Saturday
9am Latin Mass
Vigil
6pm
Sunday
10.30 am
Save the dates!

Our social committee has been busy planning.
Please put the following dates in
your diary. More details to follow:
June 26th – Bingo Night –
Postponed
August 14th - Pasta Night
October 30th – Trivia Night

From Fr Francis:
“And if any place does not welcome you and people
refuse to listen to you, as you walk away shak e off the
dust from under your feet as a sign to them.”
This instruction from Our Lord to the Apostles from
today’s Gospel has over the years intrigued me. What
exactly does Jesus mean by “shaking off the dust from
under your feet”? It’s clearly not a favourable ‘sign’.
Unless we take the advice literally (as Joseph Smith of the
Latter Day Saints was known to do!) there must be
another analogical sense to the expression. It has been
suggested that certain scrupulously pious Jews around
the time of Christ were known to be in the custom of
shaking off the dust from any Gentile towns they visited as
a matter of ritual purity, so as not to be contaminated with
their pagan way of life. If this is correct then Jesus’
admonition for the apostles to do likewise is intended to
serve as a stark warning to their largely Jewish audience.
Those who reject the Apostles will be treated like
Gentiles.
In the textual parallel from Matthew’s Gospel (10:14),
Matthew also speaks of “shaking the dust from your feet”.
He then adds rather ominously: “Truly, I say to you, it shall
be more tolerable on the day of judgment for the land of
Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town!” (Mt 10:15).
Mark leaves this out, perhaps wishing to avoid going too
hard on his audience. Nonetheless the sign of shaking the
dust off remains in his teaching. The action is a response
to the refusal of the townsfolk to listen to the apostles,
who are acting as Christ’s envoys. Skip ahead to Matt
10:40 and Jesus says: “Anyone who welcomes you
welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes
the one who sent me.” The inverse would also hold true.
Jesus associates so strongly with the Church acting in His
name that when Saul is persecuting the Christians, Jesus
says: “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me.” (Acts
9:4). The message of the apostles is not their own: they
speak on behalf of Christ. The Church in every age acts
as a herald, proclaiming the coming of the Kingdom of
God. The content of the message the Church proclaims is
not hers to make up: it is the prerogative of the King to
determine his decrees. The herald simply announces
them. God wants us to sound the trumpet, and get the
world to pay attention to his message of repentance,
before it’s too late!
There can be few things more infuriating than looking out
for the best interests of those we love and then watching
them fall into the very trouble you sought to warn them of
because they refused to listen to you. A friend ‘John’
recounted to me recently such an incident. Another
mutual friend ‘Sam’ had a diesel car that he would often
drive around very close to empty. The John would often
say to Sam “whatever you do, don’t let the car run out of
fuel. If you run a diesel engine on empty you can have a
terrible time getting it starting again.” When the recent
storms came Sam found himself without electricity. He
drove his car around to recharge his phone, but
unfortunately the car was virtually on empty. When he
continued driving around to fill up the car he discovered
that all the local service stations were closed as a result of
the power outage. He couldn’t find fuel anywhere! With
growing desperation Sam drove as far as he could until
the car rolled to stop about 15 kilometres from his home. It
took about two weeks for him to get the car started again.
Meanwhile John was indignant: ‘Man, I warned him! I told

him not to drive on empty!’ Sometimes the only thing
worse than being wrong, is being right!
The sign of shaking dust from one’s feet might seem
harsh, yet it is intended to prompt a change a heart. This
response seems mild when compared with the culture’s
insatiable appetite for what has become known as ‘cancel
culture’. The aim of cancel culture is not to correct or
persuade those who disagree with us, but to annihilate
them. By contrast, Christianity always seeks the good of
the other as an expression of genuine charity, even when
they err. We see this principle operative in the first three
Spiritual Works of Mercy: “to instruct the ignorant;to
counsel the doubtful; to admonish sinners.” In Christianity
the objective is not to ‘win’ by defeating your opponent,
the aim is foremost to ‘win back’ your brother (cf. Mt
18:15). Cancel culture is bereft of the Christian notion of
redemption or repentance. It will not be satisfied with
anything less that the total destruction of its enemies.
There are no second chances, just lynch-mob rage, and
the compulsion to scream over one’s enemies to silence
them. Christianity on the other hand, always maintains
that no one is beyond the reach of God’s grace. There is
always the hope of redemption, even for those who are
not yet ready to heed the Gospel’s proclamation of the
Kingdom of God. Jesus seeks to invite, to persuade, to
court: all to win us to Himself. Jesus invites us to
demonstrate that long-suffering patience with others so
that if our words fail to persuade the apathetic, the witness
of our love might convince them.

Yours in Christ,
Fr Francis Denton
Debbie’s Thoughts

It can be difficult to mindfully think
through each of the prayers we recite at
Mass each time we come to worship
God. Our attention can wander, or we can become lost in
our conversation with God, and the sheer volume of words
can defeat our ability to stay 100% focussed as the prayers
flow through us and around us. At times we can even take
the words of the Mass for granted, their familiarity carrying
us as we hear and say them over and over. God
understands this of course, we are human, and he knows
us. Happily, the communal nature of the liturgy, in its
momentum and in its stillness, carries each of us, no matter
what our state of mind may be on any given day. The Mass
is the most perfect way in which we can praise God, thank
him, ask for forgiveness, and present to him our petitions,
fears and joys. The miracles that flow from our liturgy are
unfathomable. And they flow continuously through God’s
goodness, despite our human wavering in attention and
presence.
It is good to reflect on the individual prayers of the Mass
from time to time, investing the energy into them that they
deserve. Occasionally a familiar prayer may strike us in a
way that we had never quite noticed before. God tends to
draw our attention to whatever we need when we least
expect it, it is important to remember to listen for his voice
and to give ourselves the time to catch up with his
suggestions. For instance, a prayer that regularly surprises
me supports our preparation to receive the Blessed

Eucharist, ‘Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter
under my roof, only say the word and my soul shall be
healed’. At times this prayer feels like a diamond to me,
with a myriad of surfaces and angles to consider. I am
vaguely aware of its potential, even though I know I do not
have my head wrapped around its fullness. It is as if God
hints: ‘but wait, there is more…’. The prayer is based on the
account from Matthew 8, quoting the words of the
centurion who asked Jesus to cure his unwell servant. The
centurion expressed faith that Jesus could cure the man
with only a word, and at the same time, recognised his own
unworthiness to receive Jesus into his home. The centurion
knew with certainty that Jesus could heal without
constraint, despite not having our ‘understanding’ of who
Jesus is. His was a complete act of faith. He had no Bible
studies under his belt, or any clear sense of Jesus’
impending death and resurrection. He encountered Jesus
face to face, and he believed.
As we repeat his words in another language and another
time, we can ask for that sort of faith for ourselves, aware
of how fragile our commitment to God can be. I pray with
awareness of my weaknesses and wounds, recognising,
without excuses, that I need to be healed in so many
ways. I acknowledge Jesus as my saviour in every sense of
the word, the one who can make me whole, as I was
created to be. In these brief seconds of laying myself bare
to Jesus, I open myself to his healing power. I wonder that
Jesus wants to ‘enter under my roof’ as we meet each other
in Holy Communion. In this moment, right before I receive
him in the Sacrament of the Eucharist, I join with the
centurion in acknowledging my unworthiness for him to
come to me, to enter into my heart, for me to receive him
as nourishment and life. I am aware of my own selfish
tendency to turn my eyes from God, to look inwards,
towards myself, again and again, yet when I turn inwards,
who do I find? I find that same Jesus, my heart, my very
source, waiting for me. Interesting! Yet another thought: I
do not travel through life alone, I am accompanied by those
who wander with me, who are important to me. Who lives
under my roof, with me in physical terms? Who do I then
bring with me to Holy Communion? My family, my friends,
those I love, they are all sheltered within my heart, the
heart that Jesus shares. Who would I love to have under my
roof if I could? Those I treasure who are far away from my
arms in distance or time, my brothers and friends who live
interstate for instance, and of course those who have died
who have meant so much to me. Who do I bring with me in
prayer? Those whom I pity when I watch the news, and
those who have asked me to pray for them and their
intentions, I don’t even need to name names. Boundaries
mean nothing to God. Holy Communion suddenly becomes
a whole lot bigger, if that is possible.
That’s an awful lot of prayer crammed into one short
sentence! And these are just my thoughts. What is God
sharing with you when you come to Mass?

For more information call Fiona: 0402 474 074
TRYBOOKING LINK: for talks on St Joseph in
August at St Patrick's Community Centre
https://www.trybooking.com/BSVFB

SPECIAL COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND:
17th and 18th JULY

ST VINCENT de PAUL WINTER APPEAL – 17 th and 18 th July

The annual Winter Appeal is held throughout the
Archdiocese of Melbourne, and a special collection to assist
the work of Vinnies will take place on the weekend of 17th
and 18th of July. The Lilydale Conference of St Vincent de
Paul relies heavily on your contributions, through donations
of blankets & warm socks, gloves and hats, or through
monetary contributions. Please give generously to help
support the vulnerable in our area. Thank you, in
anticipation.

We are a child safe Parish.

